
· Consultation, Assistance and Technical Support
· Emergency Response Program (ERP)
· ATSDR is the lead federal public health agency for response to releases of hazardous substances into the environment. ATSDR’s emergency response coordination operations are shared between the Emergency Response Program of the Division of Toxicology and Human Health Sciences and the regional offices within the Division of Community Health Investigations. 
· Both the Emergency Response Program and regional staff: 
· Provide technical expertise and site-specific support in response to health issues caused by emergencies and acute releases, or threatened releases of hazardous materials;
· Provide on-site support during chemical emergencies to federal, tribal, state, and local agencies and the general public, emphasizing protection of public health; 
· Collaborate with other federal, tribal, state, and local agencies during emergency responses through the National Response Program and within CDC guidelines; and
· Provide technical expertise to other federal, tribal, state, and local agencies emphasizing preparation for and the prevention of emergency events.
· Ensure public health support during the recovery phase of an action by involving the ATSDR Assessment of Chemical Exposure (ACE), the CDC Community Assessment for Public Health Emergency Response (CASPER) or similar resources.
· These responsibilities are fulfilled by providing federal, state and local agencies; first responders; hospitals; private industry; and the public: 
· Assistance on a 24-hour basis on public health issues relating to the release or threat of release of hazardous substance. Contact the CDC Emergency Operations Center at 770-488-7100, 24/7, and ask to speak with an ATSDR Duty Officer.
· Consultation and advice involving: 
· Contingency planning
· Decontamination procedures
· Health team coordination
· Evacuation/re-entry advice
· Sampling plans
· Worker health and safety
· Other issues as appropriate
· Field support by regional staff as needed
· Preparedness for All Hazards
· CDC works 24/7 with state and local health departments to save lives and safeguard communities from public health threats. When states are prepared to detect or respond rapidly to threats, communities are better protected. CDC plays a critical role in preparing states because of its unique expertise in responding to infectious, occupational, or environmental incidents.
· CDC's Office of Public Health Preparedness and Response leads the agency's preparedness and response activities by providing strategic direction, support, and coordination for activities across CDC as well as with local, state, tribal, national, territorial, and international public health partners. CDC provides funding and technical assistance to states to build and strengthen public health capabilities. Ensuring that states can adequately respond to threats will result in greater health security; a critical component of overall U.S. national security.
· [bookmark: prp]Preparedness and Response Programs
· Public Health Emergency Preparedness Cooperative Agreements
· The Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) cooperative agreement is a critical source of funding for state, local, tribal, and territorial public health departments. Since 2002, the PHEP cooperative agreement has provided nearly $9 billion to public health departments across the nation to upgrade their ability to effectively respond to a range of public health threats, including infectious diseases, natural disasters, and biological, chemical, nuclear, and radiological events. Preparedness activities funded by the PHEP cooperative agreement are targeted specifically for the development of emergency-ready public health departments that are flexible and adaptable.
· Guidance and Technical Assistance
· In addition to funding, CDC provides annual guidance and technical assistance to assist state, territorial, and local health departments with their strategic planning to strengthen their public health preparedness capabilities. Technical assistance includes CDC public health expertise, standards for developing priority preparedness capabilities, and expertise for conducting exercises and meeting performance goals.
· Regulation of Select Agents and Toxins
· The CDC Select Agent Program regulates the possession, use, and transfer of biological agents and toxins that could pose a severe threat to public health and safety (select agents). This program has greatly enhanced the nation's oversight of the safety and security of select agents and is overseen by the Division of Select Agents and Toxins (DSAT), located in CDC's Office of Public Health Preparedness and Response (OPHPR). The Select Agent Program promotes laboratory safety and security by

· Developing, implementing, and enforcing the select agent regulations, 
· Providing guidance to the regulated community, and 
· Inspecting facilities working with select agents. 
· CDC works closely with the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) in the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Criminal Justice Information Services Division (CJIS) in the Department of Justice. APHIS regulates the possession, use, and transfer of select agents that pose a severe threat to animal or plant health and/or animal or plant products. CJIS conducts security risk assessments of non-governmental entities and personnel needing access to select agents. 
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