· The primary mission for the Center for Surveillance, Epidemiology and Laboratory Services (CSELS) is to provide scientific service, expertise, skills, and tools in support of CDC's national efforts to promote health; prevent disease, injury and disability; and prepare for emerging health threats. CSELS divisions represent the tactical arm of CSELS, executing upon CSELS strategic objectives. They are critical to CSELS ability to deliver public health value to CDC in areas such as science, public health practice, education, and data. 
· Division of Epidemiology, Analysis, and Library Services
· Division of Laboratory Programs, Standards, and Services
· Division of Health Informatics and Surveillance
· Division of Scientific Education and Professional Development

· Applied Public Health Advanced Laboratory Investigations
· The Division of Laboratory Programs, Standards, and Services mmission is to improve the quality of laboratory testing and related practices in the U.S. and globally through the development and evaluation of innovative training, technical standards, practice guidelines and reference materials.
· Programs and projects
· CASPIR – Specimen Asset Management
· The CDC and ATSDR Specimen Packaging, Inventory and Repository (CASPIR), was established as a centralized resource to preserve CDC’s valuable specimens and to provide ongoing specimen management support for CDC programs. CDC Specimen and Sample Management Policy Guidance.
· Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments Program
· The Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments of 1988 (CLIA) regulations include federal standards applicable to all U.S. facilities or sites that test human specimens for health assessment or to diagnose, prevent, or treat disease. CDC, in partnership with CMS and FDA, supports the CLIA program and clinical laboratory quality. 
· CDC’s responsibilities for the national CLIA program include: 
· Providing analysis, research, and technical assistance
· Developing technical standards and laboratory practice guidelines, including standards and guidelines for cytology
· Conducting laboratory quality improvement studies
· Monitoring proficiency testing practices
· Developing and distributing professional information and educational resources
· Managing the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Advisory Committee (CLIAC)
· Dual Use Research of Concern
· In 2007, CDC implemented the policy "Oversight and Clearance of Dual use Research of Concern" to ensure that CDC's intramural research is consistent with CDC's imperative to safeguard the nation's health and well-being. The policy outlines CDC's process for assessing dual use potential and subsequent clearance requirements. The policy addresses a recommendation by the National Science Advisory Board for Biosecurity (NSABB) that funding agencies and institutions are responsible for ensuring that a process is in place to review all projects meeting dual use research criteria and resulting in a thoughtful and informed consideration of options to mitigate or manage such risks. The imperative for DUR management is Objective 4 of the National Strategy for Countering Biological Threats, November 2009: "Take reasonable steps to reduce the potential for exploitation."
· Laboratory Sustainability
· In 2011, The Office of Safety, Security, and Asset Management (OSSAM) and DLPSS collaborated to identify and promote best practices for sustainable labs at CDC. This voluntary, grassroots group includes members from across CDC and a member from USAMRIID. Working across the agency, the group fosters a collaborative environment focused on operational and behavioral changes that reduce energy consumption, support green purchasing, the reduction of toxic materials, and safer disposal procedures
· Laboratory Training Branch
· The three primary activity areas are: 
· Design training materials for CDC programs in a variety of training formats. 
· Develop and implement training for public health laboratory procedures and technologies.  
· Evaluate training courses for effectiveness and public health impact and assess training needs. 
· Applied Public Health Advanced Laboratory Epidemiology - 
· The mission of the Division of Epidemiology, Analysis, and Library Services is to collaborate with our CDC and state and local public health partners to create and promote quality, timely and useful cross-cutting scientific products and services. We do this to strengthen the science of public health and ultimately to improve public health decision-making. 
· Major Products or Services 
· American Hospital Association (AHA): AHA Annual Survey and AHA Healthcare IT Survey Data. Contact AHAdata@cdc.gov
· Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) health data coordination 
· The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Virtual Research Data Center (VRDC) is CDC’s Gateway to CMS Data. CMS has developed a new data access model as an option for requesting Medicare and Medicaid data for a broad range of analytic studies. The new model is a Virtual Data Access model supported via the Chronic Conditions Warehouse (CCW): the “CMS VRDC”. Refer to CMS VRDC Datasets for a list of data sets that are available on the CMS VRDC.
· CDC Health Disparities & Inequalities Report (CHDIR) 2011
· CDC and its partners work to identify and address the factors that lead to health disparities among racial, ethnic, geographic, socioeconomic, and other groups so that barriers to health equity can be removed. The first step in this process is to shine a bright light on the problems to be solved. Providing accurate, useful data on the causes of illness and death in the United States and across the world is a foundation of CDC's mission and work.
· CDC Science Clips
· CDC Science Clips is an online bibliographic digest featuring scientific articles and publications that are shared with the public health community each week, to enhance awareness of emerging scientific knowledge.
· The Community Guide 
· The Guide to Community Preventive Services is a free resource to help you choose programs and policies to improve health and prevent disease in your community. Systematic reviews are used to answer these questions:
· Which program and policy interventions have been proven effective?
· Are there effective interventions that are right for my community?
· What might effective interventions cost; what is the likely return on investment?
· Community Health Status Indicators (CHSI) 
· The goal of Community Health Status Indicators (CHSI) is to provide an overview of key health indicators for local communities and to encourage dialogue about actions that can be taken to improve a community’s health. The CHSI report was designed not only for public health professionals but also for members of the community who are interested in the health of their community. The CHSI report contains over 200 measures for each of the 3,141 United States counties. Although CHSI presents indicators like deaths due to heart disease and cancer, it is imperative to understand that behavioral factors such as tobacco use, diet, physical activity, alcohol and drug use, sexual behavior and others substantially contribute to these deaths.
· Community Health Assessment for Population Health Improvement 
· A document that identifies the metrics – the population health outcomes and important risk and protective factors – that, taken together, can describe the health of a community and drive action. Selection of these metrics reflects the weight of professional and academic judgment over the past three decades. 
· Epi Info™ 7 
· Physicians, nurses, epidemiologists, and other public health workers lacking a background in information technology often have a need for simple tools that allow the rapid creation of data collection instruments and data analysis, visualization, and reporting using epidemiologic methods. Epi Info™, a suite of lightweight software tools, delivers core ad-hoc epidemiologic functionality without the complexity or expense of large, enterprise applications. 
· Epi Info™ is easily used in places with limited network connectivity or limited resources for commercial software and professional IT support. Epi Info™ is flexible, scalable, and free while enabling data collection, advanced statistical analyses, and geographic information system (GIS) mapping capability.
· Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP) health data coordination  
· The Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP) (http://www.hcup-us.ahrq.gov/), developed through a Federal-State-Industry partnership and sponsored by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), includes a family of health care databases built from hospital administrative data to create a national information resource of patient-level health care data. The data cover hospital inpatient care, outpatient emergency department care, and hospital-affiliated and/or freestanding ambulatory surgery care data. HCUP includes the largest collection of longitudinal hospital care data in the United States, with all-payer, encounter-level information.
· Stephen B. Thacker CDC Library 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Stephen B. Thacker CDC Library (CDC Library) serves as CDC’s hub for research, information exchange, and learning.

· Organizational Home: CDC Library is part of the Library Science and Services Branch (LSSB), Division of Epidemiology, Analysis, and Library Services (DEALS), Center for Surveillance, Epidemiology, and Laboratory Services (CSELS), Office of Public Health Scientific Services (OPHSS).
· CDC Library At-A-Glance: The CDC Library offers a number of services and resources to all CDC staff (FTEs, Contractors, and Fellows), domestic and international:
· Access to journal articles and books
· Reference Services
· Training
· Science Clips
· Working Space
· Organizational host for the Statistical Advisory Group
· The Statistical Advisory Group (SAG) was created to assist the ADS in jointly addressing issues, problems, and opportunities which effect the quality and integrity of science at CDC and more specifically promoting and enhancing the quality and integrity in statistical science at CDC.
· As part of its responsibilities, the SAG is charged with providing advice and counsel to the ADS on issues involving statistical methods and applications as they relate to public health and, more specifically, the mission objectives of CDC. The SAG, to the maximum extent practicable and appropriate, shall ensure coordination and scientific rigor in regard to the use and application of statistical methods and analysis across CDC Centers, Institutes, and Offices (CIOs).
· Furthermore, the SAG shall endeavor to advance the knowledge and currency of statistics and, more broadly, analytic methods throughout CDC via coordination, sponsorship and/or procurement of activities including, but not limited to, training, seminars, symposia and analytic tools. The SAG is also charged with increasing communication among scientists at CDC, including those outside the statistical sciences.
· Applied Public Health Advanced Laboratory Surveillance
· The Division of Health Informatics and Surveillance (DHIS) mission is to advance the science and practice of public health informatics and surveillance. 
· In carrying out its mission, DHIS 
· -serves as a focal point at CDC for addressing common issues and advancing best practices in the fields of public health informatics and surveillance and 
· -manages public health surveillance systems with cross-cutting utility for multiple CDC programs and state, tribal, local, and territorial (STLT) jurisdictions.
·  DHIS Cross-cutting Public Health Surveillance Systems 
· DHIS manages two public health surveillance systems that have cross-cutting utility for multiple CDC programs and STLT jurisdictions. 
BioSense 
· Established in 2003 after the events of September 11, 2001, and subsequent anthrax attacks, BioSense is a nationwide collaborative system for protecting and improving population health by providing accurate, timely electronic information for better decision making. BioSense increases the ability of health officials at local, state, and national levels to receive and share healthcare-related data to monitor and respond to events of public health concern. These events include disease outbreaks, hazardous conditions, or special public events that require enhanced public health surveillance. 
· BioSense provides public health officials a common electronic health information system, or platform, with standardized tools and procedures for collecting, evaluating, and analyzing health information. 
· The system increases the ability of public health jurisdictions and their healthcare partners to share healthcare-related data, cooperatively track health issues, and promote a coordinated public health response. 
· The system provides a mechanism to collect and share data from electronic health records from emergency department visits, hospitalizations, and clinic visits and other healthcare-related data from various sources. 
· For more information, please access the BioSense Web site at http://www.cdc.gov/biosense.
National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System 
· The National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System (NNDSS) is a nationwide collaboration that enables all levels of public health (local, state, territorial, federal, and international) to share health information to monitor, control, and prevent the occurrence and spread of state-reportable and nationally notifiable infectious and some noninfectious diseases and conditions. 
· NNDSS is a multifaceted program that includes the surveillance system for collection, analysis, and sharing of health data and also policies, laws, electronic messaging standards, people, partners, information systems, processes, and resources at the local, state, and national levels. 
· Many state, tribal, local, and territorial (STLT) health departments; CDC; and partner organizations, such as the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists, use facets of NNDSS to 
· collect, manage, share, analyze, interpret, and disseminate health-related data for state-reportable and nationally notifiable diseases and conditions; 
· develop and maintain national standards—such as consistent case definitions and electronic messaging standards; 
· monitor regional and national trends in diseases and health conditions; 
· work with other jurisdictions and partners to implement and assess prevention and control programs; 
· designate certain diseases and conditions as nationally notifiable; 
· submit data on nationally notifiable diseases to CDC; and 
· maintain and publish the official national notifiable diseases statistics from 57 state, territorial, and local reporting jurisdictions in the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR). 
· For more information, please access the NNDSS Web site at http://www.cdc.gov/nndss/.

